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It starts with a film
Paola Bernardini, 23 years: young director awarded in America for a short film 
that speaks of Apulia, and childhood dreams by Antonio Carlucci
 
When she speaks the eyes shine. Not just because her short, was born as a 
thesis  film in directing - The city' of dreams, 18 minutes - won the New York 
Women in Film and Television award for Best Film (other awards for direction, 
photography and editing) but also because 'the School of Visual Art has decided 
to commit financially to send the short on tour in 2016 in the industry's best 
festivals.

Paola Bernardini, 23, has put in the right foot forward  of a career that she was 
already dreaming 'as a child. "I was 6 or 7 years old and I was fascinated by 
Casper and  the episode where the ghost comes to Hollywood and remains 
astonished when the characters of a painting begin to move" she says. From that 
moment cinema became  the center of her interests. Until deciding, once she 
finished high school, she will go to  New York with her family [she attended 
schools in the USA, Switzerland, Japan and Italy, following the assignment  of 
her father who is a diplomat] to enroll at the School of Visual Art. Growing up she 
also has fantasized about a carrier as an actress. "But I realized that I feel better 
behind the camera,"  remembering that when they called her name as winner she 
didn’t hear because of the emotion.

Challenging bet, that of Paola, because she knows that competition for young 
men and women , not only in the United States, has tightened. But around her  a 
group formed and  at the time of producing the final work in college she brought 
out the best. Starting with her idea to shoot in Puglia, home of her parents, the 
story of two adolescents who leave home to get away from a nasty  family to 
seek an aunt who, from  their memories, is the refuge that they have not.

After the prize and waiting to see if the short will be 'screened at the Tribeca Film 
Festival, to those of Nashville and San Francisco [and perhaps even in Australia] 
says: "I want to stay in New York, the city is ideal for this job, in some production 
companies, possibly concentrating on  producing and then work on  sets. In the 
meanwhile I imagine another story to shoot, always with a child struggling with an 
unfamiliar country”. And dreaming in your 20’s is almost a duty.


